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 Massimiliano Fenice, born December 22, 1959, graduated in Biological Sciences in 
1983 (Master) at the University of Genova, Italy, acquired domestic experience as a research 
assistant in the “Laboratorio di Oncologia Pediatrica” of the Gaslini Institute, Genova, Italy; 
as head of the Biotechnology Department at Applikon Italia, Genova; and as researcher (plant 
cell cultures) at the Agroplantec (ERG Group), Genova.  
 In 1992 He entered the academic career as Assistant Professor (lecturer) at the 
University of Tuscia (Viterbo, Italy). 
 At the present, M. Fenice is Full Professor of Microbiology at DEB. He directed many 
bachelor and Master diploma works and PhD thesis.  
 He is head of the Microbiology Laboratory of DEB and the Laboratory of Marine 
Applied Microbiology of CoNISMa (Consorzio Nazionale Interuniversitario Scienze del 
Mare), University of Tuscia.  
 He was and is involved in the University of Tuscia management being member or 
chairperson of various administrative bodies. He was responsible for international 
relationships and “Erasmus” at DEB.  
 He is currently Responsible of the Bachelor degree in “Environmental Biology”, the 
Master Degree in “Marine Ecology and Biology” and the Double Master Diploma in “Marine 
Environment and Biology” established with the People's Friendship University of Russia 
(RUDN) of Moscow (Russia). 
 He is member of the Teaching Staff of the PhD school in “Ecology and sustainable 
management of environmental resources”; he participated in various International and 
National commissions for the final examination and attribution of the PhD title. 
 
 He is member of the following International Scientific Societies: MSA, Mycological 
Society of America, EUCHIS, European Chitin and Chitosan Society (member of the society 
Board), BENA, Balkan Environmental Association (Chairman of the Mediterranean Liason 
Office), and SIMGBM: Società Italiana di Microbiologia Generale e Biotecnologie 
Microbiche (Italian Society of General Microbiology and Microbial Biotechnology). 
 
 He is Vice-Director of the Italian-Russian Institute of Ecology (Istituto Italo-Russo di 
Formazione e Ricerche in Ecologia, IIRFRE). 
  
 He is/was responsible of various national and international scientific projects (see 
below). 
 
 M. Fenice major fields of interest: 
 
 Microbial production of biomass, enzymes or other by-products  
 Immobilization of microbial cells for the production of enzymes, or organic acids and for 

the degradation of pollutants 
 Bioreactor design and optimization of microbial bio-processes (fermentations) 
 Biotechnological treatments and reuse of water/wastewater  
 Microbial Bio-diversity of marine and/or extreme environments. 
 Production of Bio-methane and Bio-hydrogen (in collaboration with ENEA) 
 
 



Main Scientific collaborations.  
 

1. Prof. J. Gonzalez Lopez Instituto del Agua/Farmacy Faculty, Un. of Granada, Granada, ES.  The 
collaboration started in 1999 within the EC project “Medusa water”, dealing with the biological 
treatment of Olive Mill Wastewater. During these years, other common projects were developed 
to enforce the collaboration that was also implemented through scientist interchange. In 2006 the 
two groups were financed for a project concerning the “Biodegradation of phenolic and/or 
recalcitrant compounds from industrial and Agro-industrial effluents by marine bacteria”. In 
2009, the two groups obtained an EC grant (Project “Algatec”) dealing with the recovery of olive 
washing water by biological treatments in photobioreactor.  

 
2. Dr. J. Cardoso Duarte, Ineti, Lisbon, PT. The collaboration with this research group started in 

1999 With the EC project “Medusa Water” and lead to the formation of a scientist network in the 
field of agricultural wastes and wastewater treatment and reuse. 

 
3. Prof. G.W. Gooday , Prof. N. A. Gow, Prof. P. Van West: Dep. of Molecular and cell biology, 

University of Aberdeen, U.K.  
Within this collaboration, including a bilateral project financed by the Italian Government and 
the British Council, various studies on chitinolytic fungi were carried out. In addition, various 
scientist interchange occurred including a 5 month stay of Dr. Fenice at the University of 
Aberdeen laboratories. 
 

4. D. E. Raetz, Dr. JL. Leuba: Nestlè Research Center (Nestec), Lausanne, CH. Within this 
collaboration, various studies on application of chitinases were carried out. In addition, scientist 
interchange occurred including a 5 month stay of Dr. Fenice in the Nestec Laboratories financed 
by a Nestle grant. Publications and a patent arose from this scientific collaboration in the period 
1998-1999. 

 
5. Prof. N. Vassilev: University of Granada, Granada, ES. Collaboration with Dr. Vassilev in 1996 

when he was in the “Estacion experimental del Zaidin, CSIC, Granada” by a grant of the Italian 
Research Council (CNR). Various publications arouse from this scientific collaboration in the 
years 1996-2004. 

 

6. Prof. M. Angelova: The Bulgarian Academy of Science, S. Angeloff Institute of Microbiology, 
Sofia, Bulgaria. 

 
He has/had also other collaborations (scientific and/or didactic) with other European Universities: 
University: Prof. Fazilet Vardar-Sucan, EGE University, Izmir, Turkey. Prof. Alexander Tzetlin, 
University of Moscow “Lomonosov”, Russia. Prof. Evgeny Martinenko, RUDN University, 
Moscow, Russia.  
 
 M. Fenice published more than 85 papers mainly on international Journals with I.F. His 
participation to international conferences is documented by more than 65 posters, oral 
communications or extended abstracts. He also published a patent and some book chapters.  
  
 He is Associate Editor of some journals (i.e. Annals of Microbiology, Molecules, Journal of 
environmental protection and ecology), and reviewer for many journals dealing with general, 
environmental and applied microbiology.  
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